
 

 Dr Judy Dlamini: A Life of Leadership, Courage and Transformation  

Celebrating the First Black Female Chancellor of Wits University 

Dr Judy Dlamini stands as a remarkable symbol of leadership, resilience, 

transformation and possibility. Her journey is one that reflects the changing face of 

South African leadership and demonstrates the power of education, courage and 

purpose in creating lasting impact.  

Her appointment as the first Black female Chancellor of the University of the 

Witwatersrand (Wits) represents a historic milestone for one of Africa’s leading 

universities. It is a moment that celebrates not only an individual achievement, but also 

the progress of women, Black professionals and transformative leaders within South 

Africa’s higher education landscape.  

A Journey Rooted in Purpose 

Dr Dlamini’s life and career have been shaped by a commitment to improving the lives 

of others. As a medical doctor, business leader, academic and author, she has built a 

career that crosses traditional professional boundaries. Her work demonstrates that 

leadership is not confined to one discipline; rather, it is about using knowledge, 

experience and influence to create meaningful change.  

Her journey from medicine into leadership and academia reflects an enduring belief in 

the value of education and the importance of developing people. Throughout her 

career, she has demonstrated that professional success carries with it a responsibility 

to contribute to society.  

Breaking Barriers 

The significance of Dr Dlamini’s leadership at Wits extends beyond the title of 

Chancellor. As a Black woman occupying one of the  

university's most prestigious leadership positions, she represents generations of 

women who have had to navigate institutions where leadership was historically 

dominated by men and where Black women were frequently underrepresented. 



Her achievement sends a powerful message to young women and girls: leadership is 

possible, barriers can be challenged, and one's background does not have to 

determine the height of one’s aspirations. 

Her story therefore becomes part of a larger South African story —one of 

transformation, representation and the continuing pursuit of equality. 

A Leader Who Connects Knowledge and Impact 

Dr Dlamini's career reflects an understanding that knowledge must be translated into 

action. Her experience in medicine, business and academia has positioned her to 

appreciate the importance of interdisciplinary thinking and responsible leadership. 

At a university such as Wits, the role of Chancellor carries symbolic and strategic 

importance. It connects the institution's proud history with its responsibility to shape 

the future. Dr Dlamini's presence in this role reinforces the importance of universities 

as spaces where knowledge, innovation, critical thinking and social responsibility 

intersect. 

Inspiring the Next Generation 

Perhaps one of the most important aspects of Dr Dlamini's legacy is the example she 

provides to emerging leaders. Her story encourages students and young professionals 

to pursue excellence while remaining conscious of the communities and societies they 

serve. It demonstrates that leadership is not simply about occupying a position of 

authority; it is about opening doors for others, challenging limitations and creating 

opportunities for those who follow. For young Black women in particular, her 

achievement carries profound significance. Seeing a Black woman at the highest 

ceremonial leadership level of a globally respected university makes the possibilities 

of leadership more visible and tangible. 

A Historic Moment for Wits 

Dr Judy Dlamini's role as the first Black female Chancellor of Wits is more than a 

personal milestone. It is a landmark in the university’s continuing journey of 

transformation. Wits has a long tradition of intellectual excellence, critical scholarship 

and engagement with the most important questions facing South Africa and the world. 

Dr Dlamini's leadership adds another important chapter to that history one that speaks 



to representation, inclusion and the importance of diverse voices in shaping institutions 

of higher learning. Her appointment invites us to celebrate how far South Africa has 

come while recognising the work that remains to be done. 

A Legacy of Possibility 

Dr Judy Dlamini's biography is ultimately a story of possibility. 

It is the story of a woman who entered one profession and expanded her contribution 

across medicine, business, academia and leadership. It is the story of someone who 

has demonstrated that excellence and social responsibility can exist together. And it 

is the story of a leader whose achievements create a pathway for others. 

As the first Black female Chancellor of Wits, Dr Dlamini occupies a historic place in 

the university's story. Her journey reminds us that transformation is not simply about 

changing who occupies positions of leadership; it is about changing what future 

generations believe is possible. Dr Judy Dlamini's story is therefore not only a 

celebration of what she has achieved. It is an invitation to imagine what the next 

generation can achieve. 

Celebrating a Trailblazer 

Today, Dr Judy Dlamini can be celebrated as a trailblazer, leader, scholar, mentor and 

symbol of transformation. Her journey reflects the values of courage, excellence, 

service and lifelong learning. Her historic leadership at Wits stands as a powerful 

reminder that when institutions embrace diversity and when individuals are willing to 

challenge boundaries, new possibilities emerge. 

Dr Judy Dlamini 

A woman who broke barriers, opened doors and continues to inspire a 

generation of leaders. 


